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From Left to Right, C ounc ilman Steve Fiore-Rosenfeld, C ounc ilwoman Kathleen Walsh, C ounc ilman T im Mazzei,
Supervisor Mark Lesko, the Honorable Madeleine Fitzgibbon, Supervis ing Judge of Suffolk C ounty Dis tric t C ourt, the

Honorable Steven Ukeiley, Dis tric t C ourt Judge, P atchogue V illage Mayor P aul P ontieri, and Warren C lark, C hief
C lerk of Suffolk C ounty Dis tric t C ourt

Farmingville,  NY  -  Today,  the  Suffolk  C ounty  C ourts ,  along  with  the  Town  of  Brookhaven,  announced  the
es tablishment  of the  Brookhaven  C ommunity  C ourt, a  spec ial  court  part  of the  Sixth  Dis tric t  C ourt, P atchogue,
dedicated to handling proceedings  alleging violations  of Brookhaven town ordinances  and affec ting the quality of life
of local  res idents . The  Honorable  Madeleine  Fitzgibbon, Supervis ing  Judge  of Suffolk  C ounty  Dis tric t  C ourt, and
Supervisor  Mark  Lesko  pres ided  over  the  dedication.  Honorable  Stephen  Ukeiley,  Dis tric t  C ourt  Judge  and
Brookhaven C ounc il Members  Steve Fiore-Rosenfeld, Jane Bonner, Kathleen Walsh, T im Mazzei, C onnie Kepert, Dan
Panico, and P atchogue V illage Mayor P aul P ontieri were in attendance.

The Brookhaven C ommunity C ourt is  a response to cases  involving nuisance properties  (for example, untended yards
and abandoned cars ), and violations  of zoning res tric tions  (for example, illegal apartments  and bus inesses  operating
out  of res idential  locations). O perating out  of the  Suffolk  C ounty  Sixth Dis tric t  C ourt  in P atchogue, the  Honorable
Stephen  Ukeiley  pres iding,  the  court  handles  all  quality-of-life  cases  brought  by  the  Town  of  Brookhaven  and
provides  monitoring of compliance with court orders  as  well as  greater accountability, continuity and effic iency. The
Brookhaven  C ommunity  C ourt  expands  the  calendar,  setting  as ide  additional  days  for  conduc ting  hearings  and
handling any overflow from the regular court calendar.

"I  thank  Dis tric t  A dminis trative  Judge  H. P atrick  Leis  I I I  and  Judge  Fitzgibbon  for  es tablishing  the  Brookhaven
C ommunity C ourt, which will allow for swifter jus tice on quality of life cases  important to the res idents  of the Town of
Brookhaven," said Supervisor Mark Lesko, "the new court would allow for more effic ient prosecution by the Q uality of
Life  Task  Force  in  cases  involving  egregious  code  violations  to  protec t  the  health  and  safety  of  res idents  and
eradicate  blight  in  our  communities . O ur  task  force  is  enforc ing  our  Town  C ode  in  every  corner  of Brookhaven,
targeting quality of life offenders  and absentee landlords , and prosecuting their violations  to the fulles t extent of the
law."

"The Town of Brookhaven is  working hard to address  Q uality of Life is sues  in an effort to preserve our neighborhoods
from blight  and illegal  operations  before  they  become  problems  in our communities ,"  explained C ounc ilman Fiore-
Rosenfeld. "A s  a  Town Board, we  es tablished a  Q uality  of Life  Task  Force  within the  Law Department to  deal  with
such violations  of Town C ode. This  Brookhaven C ommunity C ourt will  be dedicated to handling violations  is sued by
town inspec tors . A bsentee landlords  and owners  of neglec ted and run-down properties  need to be aware that we will
aggress ively prosecute you when you severely violate those town codes  meant to protec t the Q uality of Life of all our



res idents  in Brookhaven."

C ounc ilwoman C onnie Kepert said, "I  antic ipate this  dedicated community court will be an effec tive tool in enforc ing
quality  of  life  violations  that  impac t  the  lives  of  Brookhaven  res idents  who  work  hard  and  take  pride  in  their
neighborhoods ."

"I  am thrilled this  new initiative will improve our neighborhoods  and the lives  of our res idents ,"  said C ounc ilman T im
Mazzei.

"P rotec ting  quality-of-life  is  one  of  my  top  priorities .  The  Brookhaven  C ommunity  C ourt  is  intended  to  ens ure
c itizens ' rights  to do jus t that. The new court will allow these is sues  to be handled in a timely manner which is  in the
bes t interes t of all the res idents  of the Town of Brookhaven," said C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner.

"Since its  inception back in June of 2009, The Q uality of Life Task Force has  taken c ritical s teps  to insure that the
essence  of our communities  is  being preserved,"  C ounc ilwoman Kathleen Walsh explained. "The  es tablishment  of
this  C ommunity C ourt sends  a c lear and conc ise message to all  of our res idents  that we, as  their elec ted offic ials ,
deem their health and safety as  our chief priority."

"O ne of the bigges t complaints  that I  get is  with regard to the long duration assoc iated with prosecuting violators . I
am thankful  and apprec iative  of the  work  of Judges  Leis  and Fitzgibbon, enabling these  cases  to be  dealt  with in a
more expeditious  manner," said C ounc ilman Dan P anico.

"This  is  a major initiative for the Town of Brookhaven to have its  own C ommunity  C ourt. Supervisor Lesko and the
Town Board realize that hous ing violations  must be addressed quickly and effec tively if we are going to maintain our
exceptional quality of life," said P atchogue V illage Mayor P aul P ontieri.
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